What is claimed is: 

V 



A^poUaborative computer telephony system, comprising: 
a communication network; 
a plurality of integrated computer telephony devices connected to the network and 
identified by uikque IP addresses, at least two of said integrated computer telephony devices 
supporting collabVation application programs; 

an indicato^n at least one of said integrated computer telephony devices; and 
a collaborate opntrol program associated with each of said at least two integrated 
computer telephony devices for detecting commonly supported ones of said collaboration 
application programs and in response activating said indicator. 



2. The system of claim 1 , further comprising a user input device on said at least one of 
said integrated computer telephony devices for launching said commonly supported ones of 
said collaboration application programs in the event said indicator is activated. 

3. The system of claim 1 A wherein said network is a local area network. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein said network is the Internet. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein said collaboration application programs include 
video conferencing applications, f^ applications, document sharing applications, and shared 
whiteboard applications. 

6. The system of claim 1, whereiln said integrated computer telephony devices each 
further comprise a telephone and a computer. 



7. The system of claim 6, wherein s^id computer and telephone are each connected 
directly to the network. 



8. The system of claim 6, wherein saidx:omputer is connected to said telephone which in 
turn is connected directly to the network. \ 
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The system of claim 6, wherein said telephone is connected to said computer which in 
turn i^ connected directly to the network. 



10. The system of claim 6, wherein said indicator further comprises a light on said 
5 telephon^and said user input device is a button on said telephone. 

1 1 . The sVstem of claim 6, wherein said indicator and user input device further comprise a 
graphical user interface on said computer. 
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12. In a collaborative computer telephony system including a communication network, a 
plurality of telepHbnes and associated computers connected to the network and identified by 
respective IP addresses, at least two of said computers supporting collaboration application 
programs, and an indicator on at least one of said telephones, a method for controlling said 
indicator comprisin^the steps of: 

exchanging IpWdresses of said at least two computers over said network; 
issuing a reque^ fi-om a first one of said computers to a second one of said computers 
for a list of said collaboration application programs supported by said second one of said 
computers; 

comparing said lisAwith a fiirther list of supported ones of said collaboration 
application programs withimsaid first computer; and 

activating said indicatbr at said first telephone in the event of at least one commonly 
supported ones of said collaboration application in said first and second ones of said 
computers. 
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/l3. Vcomputer telephony apparatus for use in a 
collaDorative computer telephony system comprising a 
communicsation network and a plurality of said terminals, 
said apparatus comprising: 

indiaator means for indicating that a collaborative 
session i^ set up with another computer telephony 
apparatus; &nd 

collaborative control means for detecting the 
presence of coG^laborative control means in said another 
computer telephony apparatus and for activating said 
indicator means Vln response. 

14. A computer program for controlling a computer to: 
receive a reqmest for a collaborative session with 

at least one second\ computer , 

issue a request Vto said at least one second computer 
over a network for ^ list of collaborative programs 
supported by said at 3\east second computer; 

compare said list with a list of supported 
collaboration programs within said computer; and 

issuing an activation signal to activate an 
indicator in the event tHat at least one collaborative 
progr2un is commonly supported by said computer and said 
at least one second computer. 

15. A carrier medium carrying the computer program of 
claim 14. \ 




